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ABSTRACT 

The problems and prospects faced by involving the 
nonprint informational units in interlibrary communication and 
information networks are described. Nonprint materials are defined as 
those materials not totally dependent on the printed word for 
meaning. Nonprint materials were further identified as storage 
devices for information or experiences — these devices can be handled 
in information centers, or libraries, in a manner like all other 
informational units. Following the definition of nonprint materials 
Is a discussion of the concept of a library or information resource 
center. The types of libraries holding nonprint materials are listed 
and ways or reasons for their further sharing of materials discussed. 
Specific potential problems faced in the path leading to full use of 
nonprint resources are presented with potential solutions. The major 
portion of the paper discusses the technical aspects of nonprint 
materials retrieval and display as well as remote transmission of 
information. The paper is closed by a brief review of current 
significant developments in the media field that are de'*’ ^ have 

an impact on library science or the use of information. , .ner papers 
from this conference are available as LI 003360 - 003366 and LI 
003668 through LI 003390) ( Author /NH) 
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ABSTRACT 

Explored is the construct that the contents of what we 
identify as libraries are information rather than collections of 
books, films, recordings, or other physical devices for informs- 
tion storage. The merging of nonprint, or audiovisual resources, 
into the print materials collection so as to provide the patron 
using the library access to a wide— base informational store. The 
problems and prospects faced by Involving the nonprint informa- 
tional units in interlibrary communication and information 
networks are described. 

Nonprint materials are defined as those materials not 
totally dependent on the printesd word for meaning. Nonprint 
materials were further Identified as storage devices for informa- 
tion or experiences— these devices can be handled in information 
centers, or libraries, in a manner like all other informational 
units. Following the definition of nonprint materials is a dis- 
cussion of the concept of a library or information resource 
center. The types of libraries holding nonprint materials are 
listed and ways or reasons for their further sharing of materials 
discussed. 

Specific potential problems faced in the path leading to 
full use of nonprint resources are presented with potential 
solutions. The first problem is bibliographic control. It is 
pointed out that print bibliographic control techniques are 



0 




B-2-4 



applicable to the information stored in the nonprint devices. 
Personnel, another major problem to be overcome for the insurance 
of full media use, and aspects of the change process are presented 
as not only a problem but the hope for full patron service. The 
role of the translator-librarian is explored. Administrative 
operations and the political or legal problems involved in 
development of full media use programs are briefly mentioned. 

The major portion of the paper discusses the technical 
aspects of nonprint materials retrieval and display as well as 
remote transmission of information. Specific mention is made of 
current technological developments in both nonprint materials 
storage and transmission. The paper is closed by a brief review 
of current significant developments in the media field that are 
destined to have an impact on library science or the use of 
information. Offered is am optimistic view of what is being 
developed, what will be developed, and the way we acc*»s^ and use 
the knowledge of man ns rfepre. uc*d by informational stores found 
in libraries of knowledge resource centers. 
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